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Flight 12, 

 To assist you in writing this year this document has the proper AU Style Guide 

formatting:  1-inch margins, Times New Roman 12-pitch font, and Notes section in Word 

already started.  Do not forget to double check those things, because you never know what gets 

lost in cyberspace, but this should give you a good starting point.  The header should have the 

course name with the paper you are writing, as well as your student number and your name 

(unless you get other guidance from me or another instructor…if you do make sure you adjust 

fire accordingly). 

 Below the “cut line” is a good outline for a paper here at ACSC.  This is not the “school 

answer” because there is no one answer to how to do this…it is just how it make sense to me.  If 

you have a better method use it, just remember that you have communicate your argument 

effectively, back it up, and do so in a logical, clear, manner that will get the reader to the place 

you want them by the end of the paper.   

Important Things to Remember 

- Paragraphs should NOT be a full page, or worse 2-3 lines…a good rule of thumb is to 

aim for half a page or about 4-5 sentences. 

- Sentences should not be a full paragraph long…let Word be your friend when it tells you 

the sentence is too long. 

- DO NOT introduce new topics in your conclusion. 

- Make sure you stay on topic, when in doubt keep looking back to your thesis to make 

sure you are answering what you said you would. 

 

-------------CUT LINE----------- 
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Introduction 

 Opening sentence with a good “hook” to get the reader’s attention 

 Clearly developed thesis 

 Clear “roadmap” of how you will argue your thesis with your main points1 

 Transition 

Body 

 Main Point 1 

  Good topic sentence that tells the reader what the point of this paragraph is 

  Your argument with the associated evidence (properly cited!).2   

    Transition 

 Main Point 2 

  Good topic sentence that tells the reader what the point of this paragraph is 

  Your argument with the associated evidence (properly cited!)3   

  Transition 

 Main Point 3 

  Good topic sentence that tells the reader what the point of this paragraph is 

  Your argument with the associated evidence (properly cited!)4   

  Transition 

Conclusion 

 Good clear topic sentence that begins to tie your paper together to a logical end 

 Summary of your main points and heavy hitting evidence (very concise) 

 Restatement of the Thesis 

 Concluding statement that reinforces your overall paper 
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Notes 

 

I wish to thank Majors Spaatz and Arnold as well as my spouse for their thoughtful comments 

and suggestions.  All errors found therein are my own. 

 

 
1 Major Jason E. Stack, “How to structure a paper at ACSC,” (Maxwell AFB, AL:  Air 

Command and Staff College, 2017), 2. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 

                                                           


